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December 13, 2014

President and Board of Governors
Of China Southwest University

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

In behalf of the staff, management and trustees of the International
Institure of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR). | would like to express our
deepest joy and congratulations to the leadership of the China Southwest
University on your 110th anniversary celebration of Rural Reconstruction in
China. It is so excitingto know that you have kept the tradition of
remembering the birth of the historic rural reconstruction movement that
started in the early 90s. Unfortunately, | could not join you in persondo to
other commitments earlier planned but our Regional Director for Asia Ms
Marise Espineli will join you in this special occasion.

The Rural Reconstruction work which Dr. Y.C. James Yen and others
started has become a generational history where the vision and spirit
continuously become infectious.

When the Philippines was chosen for the first experiment outside of
China, the main selection criterion used was “the presence of public-
spirited civic leaders who showed a profound concern for the sad plight
of their peasant countrymen”. | am canvinced that those of you, who
gathered today to celebrate the 110th anniversary of Rural Reconstruction
in China represent the public-spirited leaders and congratulations on your
“staying power".

The International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR) remains
committed to the ideals and practices of the Rural Reconstruction
movement, so please keep us informed of the progress you make from
time to time.

Congratulations once again
Most Sincerely,

Isaac Bekalo (Phd)

President and CEO
International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR)
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